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“On February ist, Bishop Arne Fijellbu 
(well known for his heroic stand against the 
Nazis at Trondheim Cathedral, of which he 
was Dean) sent out this letter from the pro- 
visional episcopal residence in Vadsoe :— 


of the See of Haalogaland. 

“To the clergy and the congregational 
councils : 

“By Royal Order in Council of December 
15th, 1944, it was decided that the under- 
signed, Dean Arne Fijellbu, should be consti- 
tuted bishop of the liberated areas of the See 
of Haalogaland from December 15th until 
further notice. 

“It was also decided that I should be vested 
with additional authority in matters con- 
cerning the preliminary purging of State in- 
stitutions. This authority is to be exercised 
in relation to all those who have occupied 
a public position in our Church and who are 
affected by the provisional decrees concern- 
ing the re-establishment of lawful conditions 
in the public service in Norway. 

“The Royal Order in Council has been 
issued in full accordance with the wishes 
of the Church representatives in occupied 
Norway. I therefore feel that I am, in a 
special way, a representative of the Nor- 
wegian Church. Behind me stand our King 
and his Council, the lawful executives of the 
Norwegian Church; but there stand also 
those who have led the struggle at home. 
May I not, therefore, rest secure in the con- 
fidence that it is God Himself who has sum- 
moned me to this great and responsible work 
for our Church and our country? 


“From the bishop of the liberated areas 


‘anxieties, but we also have many joys to 
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BISHOP. FJELLBU WRITES TO HIS FLOCK 


First Pastoral Message from Newly Appointed Bishop of Liberated 
Areas of Norway 


“So I shall be your shepherd until your 
own Bishop Wollert Krohn-Hansen can be re- 
united with his clergy and congregations. 
I am convinced that he remembers you all 
in his heart. When Paul sat in captivity, he 
wrote to the congregation at Philippi: ‘God ~ 
is my record how I long after you all in the 
bowels of Jesus Christ.’ (St. Paul to the 
Philippians, 1, 8). I am sure that Bishop 
Krohn-Hansen, who in his captivity cannot — 
even reach you by letter, has often read these 
words, and that his longing and his prayers 
have embraced you all. Neither let us forget 
him in our prayers. And let us pray that 
the day may soon come when he can once 
more resume his position as a free bishop 
in a free Norway. ms 

“T hope that I myself will succeed in meet- ~~ 
ing personally all pastors and all congrega- 
tions in the part of the diocese that is lib- 
erated. We have much sorrow and many 


share with each other. And first and fore- 
most, we must rally around the Word and 
the Sacrament, even if it must be in the low- | 
liest hut. oi, 
“But the distances are great and commie 
cations are more than difficult. There are, — 
therefore, certain things that I must tell you 
in this letter: i 
“At Easter, 1942, the Norwegian Church 
severed its relations with the State because 
those who then represented the State in oc- 
cupied Norway refused to allow the Church 
to retain its spiritual freedom and independ- 
ence, which are vital to the existence of the 
Church and which it must have if it is to be 


faithful to the Head of the Churen. There- 


fore, nearly all of the Norwegian clergy re- — 


signed from their offices by following the 
example of their bishops and by adhering to 
the Church’s Foundation. Through the con- 
eregational councils, nearly all the congrega- 
tions followed their clergy. All the clergy 
and congregational councils which rallied 
round the Church’s Foundation have subse- 
quently had nothing to do with the State. 
But this severance from the State did not 


involve that State with which the Church 


co-operated before April 9th, 1940. We sev- 
ered our relations only with the tyrannical 
State which was forced upon us by the Oc- 
cupation. 


ee 


“Tn the liberated part of Norway, we are 


once more subject to our lawful Norwegian 
authorities. Once more we have a State 
founded upon law, with our lawful King and 
with the Constitution approved by our peo- 
ple. The rulersare no longer in conflict with 
the good deed, but with the evil deed 
(Romans, 138, 3). That part of the Nor- 
wegian Church that exists in the liberated 
areas of Norway will therefore resume its 
co-operation with the State, fully confident 
that the State will respect the Church’s spir- 
itual freedom and independence and the 
Church’s duty to be faithful to the Head of 
the Church. I therefore ask those clergymen 
who have resigned their offices that, when 
they read this letter to the congregation dur- 
ing the service they shall state publicly that 
they are once more resuming their offices, 
- with all the duties and the rights which this 
involves. 


“With regard to the congregational coun- © 


cils, it will be announced later how these can 
once more proceed with their work. Owing 
to the compulsory evacuation and other cir- 
cumstances, it may be necessary to renew 
them to some extent before they can once 
more officially represent the congregation. 

“But there is more need than ever for all 
the voluntary work that can be given to aid 
the tremendous tasks of the Church and con- 
gregations at this time. Now is the time 
to stress what the law concerning congrega- 
tional councils emphasizes :—The duty to be 
aware of all that can be done to promote 
Christian life among the congregation. 

“The many years of occupation have in- 
volved not only deep suffering, but also great 
difficulties in the moral and religious spheres. 
In this field, too, we are faced with a great 
task of reconstruction. We must not forget 
what the Norwegian Church has fought for 
during these years. In the face of the most 
-powerful external opposition, the Church has 


ag te eter 
freedom, ia. Noe. 
~ slacken in this struggle now, even though we jit 
have attained freedom from external ene- | 


as a, jus 5 
The Church» wiuat not. |v 


mies. There are enough enemies still re- || 


maining. The devil, the world, and our own 


flesh have won too much power. A rallying 
of the Christian forces in our nation is there-. 
fore more necessary than ever before. | 

“But the conditions under which we have | 
to work in liberated Norway are very diffi- 
cult. Liberation came in the wake of fire and 
of the destruction of houses and homes—of 


all that human beings need for the mainte-_ |): 
-nance and sustenance of life. 


places, churches and chapels have also been | 
laid in ashes. 


life on the foundation of the Word and the | } 
Sacrament. il 

“In such a situation it must be empha- |! 
sized that every Christian head of a family — 
is pastor in his own home, even though that 
home has to be shared with many others. 


and home. Not least must every Christian- 


minded teacher be aware of his or her respon-. | 


sibility. 4 
“Tf no house in the parish has been built — 
for or is used for the worship of God, then 
we must use what premises are available, 
for services and for administering the Sac- 
rament. 
truth of the-words in the hymn, that, ‘Only — 
the Word can make a house Holy.’ And we 
know from our Lutheran fathers that ‘where 
God’s Word is preached'pure and clean and 
the Sacrament administered properly, there 
is the Church.’ 
- “With these words, I will greet you all, 
clergy and congregations in the liberated — 
areas of Haalogaland Diocese. You have 
lost much, you have had much to endure. 
But you have also received much. The sun 
of liberty was first allowed to shine over 
this part of the land. It is we up here who 
are beginning the new Norway. It is we 
up here who are to strike the right note. 
Let it be pure even though it be feeble. 


‘Then one day it will blend with the great 


ey which will reverberate over the 
an 

“Therefore: ‘As every man hath received 
the gift, even so minister the same one to 
another, as good stewards of the manifold 
grace of God. If man speak, let him speak — 
as the oracles of God; if any man minister, | 


In many | 


Free Norwegian earth has be- | 
come scorched earth. We have been deprived | 
of most of the things which make it possible jw 
to lead a domestic life and a congregational _ }j\ 


At |) 
such a time, the pastor must be able to feel _ |; 
confident that he has assistants in every hut | 


I have already experienced the | 


“hit it oi of the ability which God 
eth: that God in all things may be glori- 
fy dominion for ever and ever. Amen.’ 
Peter 4, 10, 11)” c 

‘Vadsoe, February Ist, 1945. 

ae - “ARNE FJELLBU.”’ 


RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 


In the course of a recent broadcast (re- 
|printed in Evangelical Christendom) on the 
jabove subject, the Dean of St. Paul’s, Dr. 
W. R. Matthews, said: 

| “If this is true, then it is obvious enough 
| that religious freedom is the foundation free- 
dom. A man who is not free to practice his 
religion, to propagate it and to discuss it, 
cannot be really free at all. He may be at 
liberty to wander about wherever he pleases 
and to change his work as often as he likes, 
but if he is not free to be religious i in the way 
that he believes to be right, he is not a free 
‘man in spirit and mind. The source of all 
‘other freedoms has been dried up. Then it 
‘is not at all surprising that the struggle for 
‘political freedom has been bound up with 
‘the struggle for religious freedom. How 
often, for example, we forget that our liberty 
in this country was largely the result of the 
work of men who desired above everything 
lse to worship God in accordance with their 
conscience. Lately we have heard a good 
deal about Milton’s Areopegitica, a book 
which struck a blow for the freedom of 
the Press. It has been pointed out, truly 
enough, that Milton was protesting against 
a religious censorship, but it has not been 
‘sufficiently emphasized that he protested in 
the name of religion and based his protest on 
1 religious principle—the unity of the Spirit. 
he struggle for freedom began in the sphere 
f religion, perhaps its final battle will have 
o be fought there too. =. 

“But, you say, this is after all an old stony, 
‘tale of old unhappy far-off things and 
battles long ago.’ Everyone admits now that 
‘religion must be free. No one threatens it. 
| admit that some of the old dangers have 
assed, but I think that a new danger has 
risen—or rather a very old danger in a new 
orm. The name of that danger is the totali- 
arian State, by which I mean any State which 
laims to possess the supreme authority 
over all men in every aspect of their lives. 
We should be foolish if we believed that the 
efeat of Germany would bring to an end 
he menace of the totalitarian State. There 
ire deep-seated causes making in the direc- 
ion of this form of State. one tendency of 


_ in pieces by wild beasts—slaves, women and-~ — 


enough. The religious man has a message. 
we has received, as he believes, a revelation 


~ 


a scientific civilization to large-scale produc- 
tion and centralized control; the need for 
security against the annihilating possibilities 
of scientific warfare—these are two only of 
the causes that are at work. No doubt there 
is much to be said in favour of better, more 
tightly-knit, more efficient and larger organi- 
zations. I can understand that a Christian 
might be in favour of an approach to the 
totalitarian State, on the ground that modern 
conditions require it, but no Christian could 
go all the way. He must call a halt, if he 
can, before the State invades the realm of 
mind and spirit. When a State begins to tell 
me-what I am to think, dictates the mould 
in which my mind is to be run, tells me 
what and how I am to worship, then I know 
that I am confronted with the age-old tyr- 
anny against which the spirit of man has 
fought so many bitter conflicts. 

“T said this was an old antagonist in a new 
form. Its form even is not so very new. 
Have you ever asked yourself why the 
martyrs of the early Church were killed? 
It is an interesting*question. The persecu- 
tors were not, generally speaking, men who _ 
murdered for the love of murder. They were 
agents of a totalitarian State; rather a mild 
one compared with some we have known. In 
the Roman Empire there was quite a lot of - 
religious freedom. You could worship any 
god you liked; but one thing you had to do, ~~ 
if called upon, was to offer homage to the 
Emperor, who was regarded as divine. This — 
may sound foolish to us, but it was simply a — 
way of expressing the absolute supremacy ofa 
the State. Those Christians who were torn 


children as well as bishops and priests—could 
have escaped their fate by dropping one _ 

pinch of incense into the flame burning be- ane 
fore the statue of the Emperor. They re-— 
fused, because they would not put the State 
in the place of God. They died for Christ, 
but they died also for spiritual freedom. i : 
tory never repeats itself in detail, but very — 

often in principle. Though the circumstances wok 
will be quite different, the same situation in 
essentials may very easily confront the Chure 
in various parts of the world aga in. What 
then are the requisites for religious freedom 
The phrase ‘freedom of worship’ is some- 
times used as if it were equivalent to the 
freedom of religion, and the suggestion is. 
that freedom of worship is all that need be 
secured. No one would deny that worship 
is the central activity of religion and freedom 
must begin there. But by itself it is not 


which is of such vital moment to 


the Church exists, not only to worship God, 
but to make God in Christ known to all men. 
To persuade others is a part of the essential 
activity of the Church. For this purpose it 
must have liberty to use the means of persua- 
sion, the Press, the public forum, all the 
_ methods by which opinion is formed. It must 
have freedom to reason with those who dis- 
agree, to refute objections and to repel false 
interpretations of its message. If there were 
a State in which religion was not free to do 
all these things, it would be, not a free State, 
but a tyranny—and this would remain true, 
even if the tyrannical restrictions were sup- 
ported by the majority of the people. There 
is another requisite of religious freedom, 
of scarcely less importance. No religion is 
purely individualistic. There is always some 
religious society or community, and this is 
pre-eminently true of Christianity. As John 
Wesley said, the New Testament knows noth- 
ing of a solitary Christian. The Church of 
Christ is meant to be a fellowship, and, what 
is more, a world-wide fellowship. It is a 
society which does not recognize the barriers 
of State, nation or race. I admit that the 
Church has fallen short of its ideal, but it 
has never ceased to claim to be universal. 
In recent years the consciousness of the uni- 
versal Church as a part of the Christian 
faith has become more vivid. In 1937 there 
was a conference at Oxford of Christians 
from many lands and communions to con- 
sider the problems of the Church, community 
and State. I well remember the painful im- 
pression which was produced bythe absence 
of some leaders whose presence was urgently 
needed... . In the name of religious freedom 


‘= 


Printed in U.S.A, 


that he — 
dare not keep silence about it. The Christian 
has the duty of proclaiming the gospel, and — 


- association.” 


he 

e; ee é ociation al 
th our brethren — 
war worl 


> post. ther 
te eee need for all the forces whicl 
can help to build again a world communit; 
and assuage the antagonisms left behind b 
six years of savage warfare. Among thes 
forces none is more important than ths 
Christian Church. It has the power of speak: 
ing to men at a level above the divisions 0: 
nation or class. To do this effectively it 
needs freedom of speech and freedom of 


“EUROPEAN CLOTHING RELIEF” © 


A year ago the Department of Interna: 
tional Friendship in the British Council of 
Churches issued a pamphlet ‘‘Relief and Re. 
construction” (obtainable from the British 
Council of Churches, 56, Bloorfisbury Street 
W.C.1, price 4d.), giving information, espe- 
cially to enquirers in the Churches, about op: 
portunities for personal service by those 
qualified to give it. 

A supplementary leaflet with the above 
title tells of an immediate and urgent physi- 
eal need in European countries which have 
been liberated from enemy ‘occupation or are 
in process of liberation. 

The leaflet gives the names and addresses 
of the societies that are dealing with the 
collecting of clothing for European countries 
and explains the arrangements that have 
been made with the Board of Trade and with 
UNRRA. 

Copies of this leaflet can be obtained from 
the British’ Council of Churches, 56, Blooms: 
bury Street, London, W.C.1. Single copy 1d 
(postage 1d.) ; 12 copies 1s. (post free) ; 50 
copies 3s. 6d. ‘(post free). 


